There are currently 70 recognised species of ticks in Australia, with 22 reported infesting on humans 1, 2 . Ixodes holocyclus is the most significant tick in terms of human and animal health in Australia, causing a myriad of problems from toxin-induced paralysis, mostly in domestic animals 3 , to allergic reactions in humans 4 . The feeding behaviour of I. holocyclus as a three-host tick, makes it a successful vector for Rickettsial pathogens that cause Queensland tick typhus, Flinders Island spotted fever, and Australian spotted fever 5 .
Research into 'Debilitating Symptom Complexes Attributed to
Ticks' has led to the discovery of several new bacterial species in I. holocyclus and other native Australian ticks from families containing known human pathogens 6, 7 . Despite this, little is known of the viruses carried by Australian terrestrial ticks, with most isolations from seabird ticks collected on offshore islands [8] [9] [10] .
Viruses isolated from Australian seabird ticks show similarities with tick-borne pathogens in other parts of the world (Table 1 Complementary to next generation sequencing, a system for efficient isolation of newly discovered viruses will allow for complete characterisation. Finally, comprehensive characterisation of the current tick-borne virus isolates held in archive is required to avoid re-discovery of these viruses in future studies.
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